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EDITORIAL
By Al Graham

Beyond its tipping point?

It's no secret now but in case you've been disconnected/unpluggedfrom social media or under a rock the USA
just recently held their federal elections. It's also no secret that Donald Trump pulled off a surprising win.
Everyone already knew where Obama stood on the cannabis issue and he even admitted to consume it many
years ago. But what about President–Elect Trump? Where does he stand on this issue and will he get the private
prison system cranked up with a whole pile of new members.
Here are a few of his quotes on cannabis
“In terms of marijuana and legalization, I think that should be a state issue, state-by-state. … Marijuana is such a
big thing. I think medical should happen — right? Don't we agree? I think so. And then I really believe we
should leave it up to the states.” Washington Post, October 29, 2015
“I'd say [regulating marijuana it’s bad. Medical marijuana is another thing, but I think it's bad and I feel strongly
about that. [Moderator: “What about the states' right aspect of it?”] If they vote for it, they vote for it… But I
think, medical marijuana, 100%.” C-SPAN, June 23, 2015
“We're losing badly the War on Drugs. You have to legalize
drugs to win that war. You have to take the profit away from
these drug czars.” Miami Herald, April 14, 1990.His most
recent quote, when he says to it should be a “state issue” and be
done “state by state” sounds like something that most people
could live with. Unfortunately he is surrounding himself with
people who oppose cannabis legalization and even resist its
medical use. This circle of advisors could change all of Donald's
thoughts of going at it state by state.
But could these people stop something that the public clearly
wants. This is backed up by the results of this election where
state ballots on cannabis legalization where held. Maine,
Nevada, Massachusetts and California all voted in favor of their
states intuitive on legalization. These four plus the existing 4
(Alaska, Colorado, Washington State and Oregon) bring the
number to 8 states where cannabis can be purchased legally for
recreational purposes.
Meanwhile people in Arkansas, Florida and North Dakota voted to approve these states medical cannabis programs thus bringing that
number of states and districts with legal medical cannabis to 29.
Meanwhile here in Canada our federal government is getting closer to creating legislation to legalize cannabis. Then it has to go
through the usual law creating things such as committees, debates and the senate. Because of this I say expect it to become a reality
sometime in the year 2018 but it won't please everyone. While we wait for this to happen, people are still being arrested and locked up
like dangerous offenders when they are really otherwise law abiding citizens. These are young people looking for work to people who
are trying to cover a few bills and in the end help some sick people.
So with cannabis legalization being put into legislation in Canada and happening now in 8 states, plus with more than half the USA
having legal medical cannabis, do you think that no matter what Donald says cannabis legalization has gone beyond its tipping point?
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NEWS
Stoned Drivers Now Face the Same Penalties as Drunk Drivers in Ontario
By Sarah Berman

Oct 02/16

vice.com

Starting today, October 2, stoned drivers will face the same penalties as drunk drivers in
Ontario. Rules now apply across all substances, according to a transportation ministry
announcement this week. On the low end, Ontarians caught driving while high are looking at
a $180 ticket and immediate three-day license suspension.

Flying with prescription pot? CATSA has finally clarified the rules
By Alison Crawford

Oct 13/16

cbc.ca

After more than a decade of confusion at Canada's airports, the country's air transport
security authority is now providing guidance to passengers travelling with prescription
cannabis. The Canadian Air Transport Security Authority website, updated yesterday, now
tells people travelling with prescription pot to be prepared to show medical documentation
and that screening officers are obliged to call police to verify the paperwork.

O CANNABIS
By David Atkins
Daily Series
news.nationalpost.com
Postmedia has embarked on a national series looking at the future of marijuana in Canada to
examine what could be the defining nation-changing event of legalization. In this multi-part
series, journalists from across the country look at the legal, medical and business
ramifications of a reefer-friendly nation, including the lessons learned from trail-blazing
states such as Colorado and Oregon, how the black market for pot will change, and the hazy
transition period ahead.

Why the government can't charge more than $10 a gram for legal pot
By Patrick Cain

Oct 17/16

globalnews.ca

On paper, marijuana sales may be a government monopoly after legalization, as alcohol sales
largely are now. "In the past, when things happened that led to more marijuana use, it led to
more tobacco use," an expert warns. Deficit-plagued provinces, struggling to fund hospitals,
roads and education systems, may be tempted to squeeze as much tax revenue from pot as
possible.

New poll says Canadians support the idea of independent pot retailers; few
support liquor store sales of cannabis
By David Akin
Oct 18/16
news.nationalpost.com
36 per cent of all Canadians say they're cool with pot being sold in stand-alone stories set up
for the purpose of selling cannabis products versus 29 per cent who think it should be sold in
drugstores or pharmacies, while 16 per cent think selling pot products is a job best left to
liquor stores or other outlets where alcoholic beverages are sold.

Whistler Medical Marijuana first Canadian pot producer to sell live plants
By Brandon Barrett
Nov 03/16 piquenewsmagazine.com
Now patients have the option to grow and cultivate marijuana from four of WMMC's strains,
providing them access to "a potentially infinite supply" of medicinal bud. Each strain is
priced at $750 for five mother clones, with the option to purchase clones in bulk for $20 each
if the grower no longer wishes to maintain their own mother plant. Mother clones of some of
the most sought after strains in the world can cost between $1,000 and $25,000 each, the
company said.
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NEWS

Researchers uncover structure of marijuana receptor that makes humans 'high'
By Laura Wright

Oct 21/16

cbc.ca

Researchers have the clearest-ever picture of the receptor that gives humans the 'high' from
marijuana, which could lead to a better understanding of how the drug affects humans.
Scientists have long known that molecules from THC, the psychoactive component of
marijuana, bind to and activate the receptor known as CB1. But now they know that it has a
three-dimensional crystal structure.
Veterans allowed too much pot, says former NDP MP Peter Stoffer
By Catherine Cullen

Oct 23/16

cbc.ca

Former NDP MP Peter Stoffer agrees that medical cannabis can have benefits for veterans,
but says he's worried about the amount of cannabis former soldiers are allowed under
Veterans Affairs Canada rules. Stoffer, who was veterans affairs critic for the NDP until he
was defeated in the 2015 election, believes that the high level of medical marijuana allowed
by Veterans Affairs — up to 10 grams a day — is fostering overuse.

Marijuana wasn't 'cash cow' for Colorado, Alberta's justice minister learns
By Ayesha Clough

Oct 24/16

cbc.ca

Alberta's justice minister says marijuana has not been a "cash cow" for Colorado, but neither
has it led to widespread criminal activity. Kathleen Ganley travelled to Colorado late last
week to talk to U.S. officials about how they dealt with the legalization of marijuana in their
state. The federal Liberals intend to legalize pot in the spring of 2017, and provinces are
scrambling to prepare for the change.

Pot producers welcome Shopper's application for license
By Francine Kopun

Oct. 25/16

thestar.com

Shoppers Drug Mart confirmed Tuesday it had submitted an application to become a licensed
medical marijuana producer, a move that medical marijuana producers welcomed. “On the
whole, it's a really good thing because it shows that there is a level of credibility of the
industry that might not have existed just two or three years ago,” said Jordan Sinclair, a
spokesman for Tweed, a producer of medical marijuana with operations in Smiths Falls, Ont.

Landlords and tenants to fight out right to grow medical marijuana under new
regulations
By Lauren Blumas Claudia Pedrero Oct 27/16 rabble.ca
While the move to allow personal production seems like a simple solution to the access
problem, not everyone is happy. Housing providers, of all shapes and sizes, for-profit and
not, are concerned about the impact this shift may have on their housing stock. A widely
circulated story about a Coquitlam landlord that incurred property damage to the tune of
$135,000 related to the production of marijuana by a tenant that had a personal production
licence has captured the sector's attention.

City bylaw officers the latest authorities to take aim at Ottawa's pot shops
By Jacquie Miller

Oct 28/16

ottawacitizen.com

Ottawa bylaw officers are the latest authorities to take a swat at the pot shops popping up
around town. Two dispensaries have received notices of zoning violations for operating
“retail stores” in industrial zones. City inspectors are also investigating the take-out window
in a boarded-up pot shop to see if the operation violates the building code. It adds another
piece to the puzzle over what can — or should — be done about the illegal dispensaries. There
are now 17 pot shops in town.
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Can Medical Marijuana Help End the Opioid Epidemic?
By Alexandra Sifferlin

Originally published at time.com

CANNABIS
& YOU

Like many people, economist W. David Bradford says he
was under the impression that medical marijuana was
something only young people would be interested in. At
least, that's what he thought until his own research began
showing otherwise.
In mid-July, he and Ashley C. Bradford, his coresearcher and daughter, published one of the more
compelling studies about medical marijuana to date.
Their report, which ran in the journal Health Affairs,
looked at data on prescriptions filled by Medicare
enrollees from 2010 to 2013—and found that older people who qualified for Medicare were, where appropriate, making use of
medical pot. Not only that, they also found that when states legalized medical marijuana, prescriptions dropped significantly for
painkillers and other drugs for which pot may be an alternative. Doctors in a state where marijuana was legal prescribed an average of
1,826 fewer doses of painkillers per year.
Since 1999, overdose deaths in the U.S. involving opioids (prescription painkillers and heroin) have quadrupled. Meanwhile,
estimates suggest opioid abuse racks up over $72 billion in medical costs alone each year in the U.S., and the Bradfords' report found
that states with medical marijuana laws saved $165.2 million per year in medical costs. So while it remains contentious, a growing
number of experts some medical experts and even some states are considering the idea that medical marijuana should play a
critical—and legal—role in combating the nation's painkiller epidemic.
“What we hope people take away from this is that when
marijuana becomes available as a clinical option, physicians
and patients together are reacting as if marijuana is medicine,”
says Bradford, the Busbee Chair in Public Policy at the
University of Georgia.
Marijuana is a Schedule 1 drug according to the federal
government, and many lawmakers and doctors remain resistant
to the idea that marijuana has a place in medicine. Some doctors
also argue medical marijuana isn't well regulated. Others say
there's simply not enough scientific evidence to know for
certain that people can improve their pain with cannabis, or kick
a painkiller habit.
But other experts, like Dr. Donald Abrams, chief of the
Hematology-Oncology Division at Zuckerberg San Francisco
General Hospital, says anything that makes a dent in an
epidemic that kills 80 Americans every day is worth
consideration—especially since medical pot is proving in
studies to be an effective treatment for pain. “If we could use cannabis, which is less addictive and harmful than opioids, to increase the
effectiveness of pain treatment, I think it can make a difference during this epidemic of opioid abuse,” says Abrams who has
investigated the effect of cannabis on pain for over a decade. “We are hampered by the fact that it is still difficult to get funding for
studies on cannabis as a therapeutic,” he adds.
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Still, the movement has momentum. In April, Maine became the first state to consider adding opioid addiction to the list of ailments
that medical marijuana can treat. The health department ultimately denied the petition, but proponents like Dr. Dustin Sulak, a licensed
osteopathic physician in Maine who treats people with medical marijuana, says it helped start a conversation about pot as a potential
solution. “Cannabis enhances the pain relief of opioids and if they are working together, [the effect] is more powerful,” he says.
Sulak practices with Integr8 Health, a health care practice with around 15 providers in Maine and Massachusetts who treat about
20,000 people using medical cannabis. About 70% of the people use medical marijuana for chronic pain, and others use it for
conditions like nausea from chemotherapy drugs or cancer. Among over 1,000 people Sulak recently surveyed at Integr8 Health, half
said they used cannabis in combination with opioids to treat their pain, and the majority of those people said they either stopped opioids
completely or reduced their dosage of opioids over time.
“You don't see this anywhere else,” says Sulak. “Instead you see people coming back and asking for more and more opioids.”
The idea that marijuana may treat pain and combat
addiction is not without precedent. A study
published in 2014 in the journal JAMA found that
states with medical marijuana laws experienced a
nearly 25% drop in deaths from opioid overdoses
compared to states that did not have those laws.
That may be because medical marijuana, which
often relies on compounds from the cannabis plant
called cannabinoids, has been found in many
studies to help pain management. For example, a
2015 analysis of 79 studies also published in JAMA
reported a 30% or greater reduction in pain from
cannabinoids compared to a placebo. Studies
suggest cannabinoids interact with receptors in pain
activity centers located in the brain and spinal cord.
There's also some suggestion that they have antiinflammatory effects.
In February 2016, Massachusetts senator Elizabeth Warren wrote a letter to the director of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) asking the agency to look into the “effectiveness of medical marijuana as an alternative to opioids for pain treatment
in states where it is legal.”
In 2015, Minnesota added chronic pain as one of the conditions that could be treated with medical cannabis. The Boston Herald reports
that some Massachusetts clinics are treating people addicted to painkillers with pot, though the state's health department does not have
an official position on that therapy. So far Maine has come closest to officially adding opioid addiction to the list of conditions pot can
treat successfully.
It will likely be quite some time before medical marijuana is a standard and widely accepted alternative to painkillers — but, says
Bradford, he's seen changes over time. “I think we are seeing much more openness to the use of medical marijuana,” he says.
Whether state lawmakers agree, remains to be seen.
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KGH patient says he was denied his medical marijuana
By Elliot Ferguson

PATIENT
IN THE NEWS

Nov 08/16 thewhig.com

A Belleville man says he was prevented from using doctorprescribed cannabis in hospital following spinal surgery at
Kingston General Hospital.
Nate Craig, 35, underwent spinal fusion surgery on Friday, Oct.
14, to address chronic pain he has suffered since being involved
in a car crash in 1999.
“When I found out I was going in for surgery, I knew it would be
an issue,” he said, adding that he contacted the hospital ahead of
time and spoke to several directors and managers about his
cannabis use, even arranging to have his wife bring in fudge
containing the drug for him to eat. He asked prior to his operation
if he could use a vaporizer, but he said that request was turned
down.
“A lot of people were informed.” Craig has had a prescription for medical cannabis for 16 years but said the arrangements he had made
with the hospital didn't get passed along to the medical staff working on the weekend following his Friday surgery. When he tried to use
cannabis in the days following his operation, he said hospital staff wouldn't let him. “They were taken back,” Craig said. “They
essentially confiscated it from me. They told me I had to ask for it if I wanted it and never gave me any.
“They labelled me as a drug addict.” A Kingston General Hospital spokesperson declined to talk about Craig's case specifically, citing
privacy concerns. In a statement, Silvie Crawford, KGH's executive vice-president and chief nursing executive, said the hospital has
policies in place to permit patients to use prescribed cannabis.
“When there is a request from a patient for self-medication, this can be allowed so long as it's approved by a physician,” Crawford
stated, adding that as a smoke-free facility, cannabis cannot be smoked, including through electronic devices, on hospital property.
And since cannabis is a drug, it is securely stored in the hospital, Crawford added. “For safety reasons, our policies state that we do not
allow patients to keep any controlled substances in their room,” Crawford stated. “Medications that patients bring with them to the
hospital are always stored in a locked medication room and then distributed to the patient according to their physician's instructions.
“KGH is in the process of developing a specific policy for physician approved use of cannabis, however at this time its use falls under
our controlled drugs and personal medication policies,” Crawford added. “These are the same policies that govern the use of any
prescribed medications that patients bring with them to the hospital.” Craig said his surgery was a lot more complicated than expected
and took three hours longer than scheduled. He said he was put on hydromorphone and said his complaints of pain and profuse
sweating were dismissed by medical staff as withdrawal symptoms. “I'm in a lot more post-operative pain than I am supposed be, and
these people are treating me like a mental patient,” he said. “Anything I say is not taken seriously.” He said he eventually was able to
walk to a smoking area outside the hospital to smoke some cannabis. It wasn't until Monday that he was able to “escape” and get to his
family doctor, who ramped up the dosage of pain medication he was on.
Craig said he has talked to a lawyer but was advised he likely would not get much for compensation. He said other cannabis users
should be aware of how they could be treated by some medical staff. “People should know,” he said. “You are going to be abused. You
are going to be in more pain and you are going to be laughed at.”
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RECIPES

Cannabis Caramels
eatyourcannabis.com
Time Required: 25 minutes
Yields: 3 to 4 Dozen Pieces
What You Need:
9” x 13” pan
Medium sized saucepan
1 cup CannaButter
2 ¼ cups brown sugar
Dash salt
1 cup light corn syrup
14 ounces sweetened condensed milk (canned)
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Steps:
Melt Cannabutter slowly in saucepan.
Stir in brown sugar and salt until combined.
Stir in light corn syrup
Add milk slowly while constantly stirring.
Cook mixture over medium heat until candy begins to get firmer. (Usually 12 to 15 minutes.)
Remove saucepan from heat and stir in the vanilla extract.
Pour mixture into pan. Allow for candy to cool down.
Cut, serve, and store.

Rocky Road Canna-Bites
eatyourcannabis.com
Time Required: 45 minutesYields 24 Pieces
What You Need:
8″x 8″ aluminum baking pan
2½ cups of milk chocolate chips
⅓ cup of CannaButter
4 cups of marshmallows cut in half (use a combo of white and pink)
1 cup of unsalted roasted peanuts (or nuts of your choice)
½ cup of toasted coconut
½ cup of glazed cherries
Steps:
Grease baking pan with about 1 tablespoon Cannabutter; leave the rest for the later.
Place chocolate into a large microwave safe bowl and heat on medium heat for 30 second intervals, stirring until melted.
Combine the rest of the Cannabutter with the melted chocolate. Microwave for 15 seconds until the Cannabutter is fully
melted and stir into the chocolate until both are well mixed. Pour in marshmallows, peanuts, coconut and glazed cherries.
Mix together. Pour into the baking pan and chill in fridge until firm. Cut and serve.
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KEEPING
PACE

The 420 Road Show @The Karma Cup
By Al Graham
We know of karma coming in two forms, good and bad. So what is a Karma
Cup then? Well the cup version is a contest amongst cannabis growers and
extract specialists. It's a time to allow others to judge your product and to see
how it matches up against those who may believe that they have the best stuff
around.
The Karma Cup held in Toronto was originally set up a few years ago as a
contest that included judging and an awards banquet but this year chose to
expand on things. This little expansion included allowing vendors to
participate, the addition of a vapor tent as well as the NORML Canada
Conference and the inclusion of the regular public thus creating a festival.
Sarah Sunday and her small crew of helpers did a wonderful job getting
everything ready. The information was out, tickets were sold, vendors were
already to go and their lay out at Polsen Pier in Toronto looked great. That was
until three days before the event.

With everything set and ready to go the City of Toronto decided that this event wasn't going to happen and pulled the permits on it. As
we know with no permits there would be no event but the city must have thought Sarah and her crew were a “bunch of pot heads”. Well
they sure proved the city wrong.
The action by the city didn't divide people with arguments and battles but ended up being a
catalyst to bringing Toronto's cannabis community together. Phone calls were made,
suggestions flew around and people worked together to help make this event happen.
Within 48hours the location had changed from a parking lot near the lake front to a much
smaller and private one located on Church St. With the changes some vendors decided not to
come and some who where a supplier such as the tent people, pulled away from it. But this
didn't stop anything. In order to keep everyone informed
updates where constantly posted online and shared by many
and then many more.
As with some of the other Toronto cannabis events The 420 Road Show crew at Lifestyle Radio.ca was
granted permission to do a live on location broadcast. It was decided that Al Rapp, Kim Cooper and I
would go to the event while Ross Middleton wouldadd his voice from home.
Before heading over to the Karma Cup Al and I met up with our friend Erin Malougney. After a short visit
the 3 of us headed over and Erin, due to her judge status, was able to flash her paperwork at the gate and
enter whereas Al and I headed to the lineup. It took us about 45mins to get to the gate and just as we
entered I looked back and noticed that the line had gotten longer.
After a tour of the place and setting up some interviews with the vendors Al and I headed over to the new
Cannabis Culture store that was located across the street. Marc Emery who I had seen when we arrived
opened his doors to everyone that weekend. Customers could enter the lounge with no charge and people
had access to the washrooms all weekend long. Once inside people would not only see the usually papers
to bongs on display but they also saw 20 strains of cannabis that they could purchase.
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Al and Al at the Cup

Also helping out to make this all happen was Vapor Central, a well-known cannabis vapor
lounge located a 10min walk from there. All weekend long VC allowed people into their venue
for free and let them enjoy or participate in the many panel discussions that NORML Canada
was hosting. They also hosted the Karma Cup award show that was a packed house on Sunday.

Interviewing John Vergodos
of Skunk Magazine

When we arrived back to the Karma Cups vending area which was home to 30 different
companies, we got set up for our live broadcast. Our first guest was John Vergodoes of Skunk
Magazine. John was there debuting his new advocate and patient magazine Highway. We also
got to many others including Chris from Thompson Caribou and Shawn from Chronic Canvas
who had some out of this world cannabis photography. And we can't forget our interesting
conversation with Patrick
“Redbeard” Vrolyk the glass blowing
artist who created the events trophies.
As far as our conversation, let's just
say describing the glass art he was
carrying, some may believe it was
rated 18+.

Throughout the day we got to speak with festival goers as we played bumper
bodies in the packed vending area. An area which just kept filling and filling
as the line out front never seemed to get any shorter. We even enjoyed some
medicated hot chocolates that helped keep us warm on this cool day.
When the day light ended Saturday night brought the Karma Cup dinner and
comedy show followed by music at Lee's Palace. Even though we had done
some interviews there were
more to be done so it was
decided that we would do
Shawn of Chronic Canvas
another broadcast on Sunday.
During the day we did many more interviews including Kim's joint interview with Sarah
of Craft Cannabis and Adam Greenblatt of Tweed Inc while I spoke with Matt Beren of
The Green Gardner and Dave at Errlectric. We were also able to talk to Amy Brown
about being on one of the NORML discussion panels, what they discussed as well as
finding out about her Cookies and Cannabis assistance program for the homeless. While
named that, her efforts include helping the homeless with a new winter coat, boots, mitts
and “even a bra” plus much more.
The crowd on Sunday was almost as large as Saturdays. While I don't know any
attendance figures we were told 650 entered through the gate during the first hour of
Sunday's opening. This tells me that several thousand passed through it during the
weekend. With these types of numbers it sort of tells us that Al was correct when he said
“the event flipped the bird at the city”.
To learn more about the Karma cup please go to http://thekarmacup.com/
House of the Great Gardener – CBD Afgan
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7 Key Points For Public Cannabis Education
By Judith Stamps

Originally published at CannabisDigest.ca

Condensed to fit

THE BLOG
SPOT

On October 19 2015, Justin Trudeau, currently our
Prime Minister, led the Liberal Party of Canada to
victory with a comfortable parliamentary majority.
Legalizing and regulating the sale of cannabis to adults
was part of the party's platform. In June 2016, Justice
Minister Wilson-Raybould announced the formation of
a task force to develop a legalization plan. In any sane
nation, the federal department responsible for public
health would then have announced its new cannabis
education program. In its plan, this sane department
would have included the following.
1. Eliminate from the criminal code, section 462.2. That section states that everyone who knowingly imports into Canada, or exports
from Canada, instruments for illicit drug use, or literature seen as promoting the same, is subject to arrest and prosecution. A first
offense is punishable by a fine of up to $100,000, or six months in prison. The federal Conservatives led by Brian Mulroney crafted this
law in 1988, at the height of Ronald Reagan's hopped war on drugs. If you have ever wondered why our bookshops are not stocked, at
this late stage, with useful literature on cannabis, wonder no more. Of course you can get just about anything on Amazon.ca, but that is
useful only for people actively engaged in self-education on the topic, and who know more or less what they are looking for. Wander
about the shelves of your local shops, or even public libraries, and you will find no clue that the plant exists.
2. Compile a modest list of sensible books on the topic, encourage bookshops and
libraries to stock them, and subsidize the sales. The books would include histories
of cannabis in all of its forms, in Canada and elsewhere. And they would include,
without fail, bound copies of the 2002 report of the Canadian Senate Special
Committee on Illegal Drugs, called “Cannabis: Our Position for a Canadian
Public Policy.” That report is exhaustive, and as relevant today as it was in 2002,
all paid for by Canadians.
3. Create pamphlets with some highlights of cannabis legal history in Canada, and
distribute them liberally, months ahead of introducing legislation.
4. Encourage willing doctors, nurses, patients, and elective consumers to hold
public forums in cannabis in community centres, libraries, health centres and
similar venues.
5. Create, collect and provide some helpful ideas, and provide funds for provincial
and local government to promote such forums.
6. Encourage sensible filmmakers to produce new informational documentaries
on cannabis. Promote documentary film festivals featuring good docs already
out there.
7. End the DARE program of drug education for youth in schools, and replace
it with something more honest.
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Of course, one might say, that kind of action would require a government with a positive outlook
on cannabis, one that would see legal cannabis as a net benefit for Canadians. Well yes, maybe.
But the 2002 Senate Report listed above, is hardly a wild-eyed, radical endorsement. Moreover,
the depth of public ignorance on cannabis, even for otherwise well educated Canadians, should
be taken as a call for some rudimentary information.
This past week I attended part of the convention of the Union of BC Municipalities. Happily, the
UBCM passed resolutions intended to make sure that local governments are included in future
federal and provincial plans for distribution, and for revenue from sales. Whilst wandering about
the commercial display area, I had a fine opportunity to introduce myself, and Cannabis Digest. I
have to say that I encountered much interest, and even enthusiasm. I was already impressed that
the UBCM seemed happy to offer me a complimentary pass as a media participant. But I could
only stand in wonder at the questions that came my way. Was it really true, I was asked, that
cannabis is useful as fibre, and was used in the past for this purpose? I launched into a short,
enthusiastic talk. Was Trudeau planning to decriminalize cannabis, or to legalize cannabis, and
did I think he would really do it? I noted that an announcement to legalize had already been made
to a general assembly of the United Nations. Was it true that there had been a major crackdown on
dispensaries in Vancouver, causing them to close? No, I said, in my best, congenial tone of voice. Vancouver plans to license
dispensaries, as does Victoria, and a few other municipalities. Others are considering it. Why would someone like me be interested in
the UBCM? Well, I noted, local governments have long been instrumental in blocking or supporting federal laws on cannabis, and
some have recently taken the lead by regulating dispensaries. Everyone listened with interest, but I may not have won many converts. I
was, after all, a journalist for an unknown newspaper, wearing a cannabis leaf button, speaking for the gray and black markets.
Of course these were not city councillors. They were representatives of energy
companies, and associations of public libraries, and public transport, and fire
departments, and other such things. But they were intelligent, well-spoken
people, and they were genuinely attentive. What a miserable, depressing, sad
thing it is that they have nowhere to turn for better information. There are no
useful bookshops, libraries, or public forums for them. There are private
conferences. But these don't seem to come to wide public attention, and they
charge fees. Many take place in Vancouver, or Toronto, and so require an outlay
of additional sums for transport and accommodation. What these folks need is
something local, plentiful, and affordable.
That kind of education should be the first obligation of a government planning to
legalize cannabis—that, and ending the arrests. But the feds have turned their
backs on this obligation. They have chosen instead to manufacture fear campaigns, centred on dispensaries. They have forbidden labs
to test cannabis that comes from dispensaries—so much for public health—and then used this ban as a platform from which to
announce that medicines sold at dispensaries are untested and dangerous.
So what's to be done? Local cannabis cups, festivals, and large conferences are great for the burgeoning industry, and fine for rallying
the pro cannabis troops. They push the boundaries, all to the good. But they won't help the folks at the UBCM expo, and many other BC
residents. Pamphlets created by the BC industry might not be viewed as authoritative. But strategically planned talks to interested
groups are in order, as they are interpersonal, and create dialogue. And public film viewings, followed by question and answer periods,
may just be doable. Cannabis education through entertainment, we could call it. In Canada, we'll soon have 'legal.' But what we need, in
addition, is 'sensible,' and 'normal.' How does one create these things? Between now and spring, let's hold that question in mind.
Condense to fit. See complete article at http://cannabisdigest.ca/seven-key-cannabis-education/
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DIRECTORY
Signing Clinics
Alberta
Oasis Medical Centre
Natural Health Services
British Columbia
Medicinal Cannabis Resource Centre Inc.
Greenleaf Medical Clinic
Ontario
Marijuana For Trauma
Body Stream
Cannabinoid Medical Clinic
New Brunswick
Marijuana For Trauma Inc
Nova Scotia
Trauma Healing Centershttp:
Quebec
Sante Cannabis
Canada Wide Listing

http://oasismedicalclinic.ca/
http://naturalhealthservices.ca/

(844) 876-2747
(844) 262-0942

http://www.mcrci.com/
http://greenleafmc.ca

(604) 566-9391
(877) 513-4769

http://mftontario.ca/
https://www.bodystream.ca/
http://www.cmclinic.ca/

(613) 965-6780
(800) 730-8210
(647) 406-4902

http://www.mftgroup.ca/

(855) 638-0420

http://www.traumahc.com/

(902) 462-2957

http://santecannabis.ca
https://liftcannabis.ca/doctors

(514) 419-4131

Compassion Centers
British Columbia
Victoria Cannabis Buyers Club
British Columbia Compassion Club
Ontario
CannDo
Toronto Compassion Center
The Care Center
True Compassion Toronto
Saskatchewan
Martins Medical Services
Nova Scotia
Farm Assists

http://v-cbc.ca/
https://thecompassionclub.org/

(250)381-4220
(604) 875-0448

http://www.canndo.ca
http://tccentre.org/
http://www.thecarecenter.ca/
http://truecompassiontoronto.com

(416) 901-7095
(416) 668-6337
(416) 855 3008
(647) 977-1995

http://marijuanamailorders.com/

(306) 735-7537

https://thefarmassists.com

(902) 266-4769

Accessing Cannabis Medical Purposes Regulations - ACMPR
Regulations: http://www.gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2016/2016-08-24/html/sor-dors230-eng.php
Application - Doctor Form – Guide – Security – Testing:
http://healthycanadians.gc.ca/drugs-products-medicaments-produits/buying-using-achat-utilisation/cannabismedical/access-acces/personal-production-personnelle/index-eng.php
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GRASSROOTS
DONORS

Businesses Promoting Cannabis Education with
GRASSROOTS Advocate Donations

Quality Since 2015
Bongs • Pipes • Vaporizers • Papers
Blunts • Seeds, etc ...

Compassion Centre
with Compassionate Pricing (I.D. Required)
613 969 1849

legacy.TMT@gmail.com

5965 Old Hwy 2 Unit 2
Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory Ontario

Donating
to:

Donating
to:

ACE

People Advocating Cannabis Education

www.pace-online.ca
info@pace-online.ca
GRASSROOTS Advocate
FREE SUBSCRIPTION

A
ON IR

GRASS

ROOTS
Advocate

Information

Radio Show

416 309 0358
Donating Marijuana For Trauma Inc. - Ontario
VETERANS HELPING VETERANS
to:
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Our generous sponsors ...
613 969 1849
Quality Since 2015

Bongs • Pipes • Vaporizers • Papers etc...
Compassion Centre - Compassionate Pricing (I.D. Required)

bma_hydroponics@live.com • bmahydropnics.com

legacy.TMT@gmail.com

5965 Old Hwy 2 Unit 2

404 A Maitland Drive
Belleville, ON Canada K8N 4Z5
(613) 967-9888

Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory Ontario

705-775-2002

D
a
n
az e
n
a
C

724 Erskine Ave.
Peterborough, ON

Have a voice
without saying a word

PETERBOROUGH

CENTER

with Cannabis Novelties
and Apparel from

Hydroponic & Soil Supplies
Nutrients & Equipment
kawarthagardenshop.com

Toll Free: 1-866-745-6868

www.cannadaze.ca
info@cannadaze.ca

347 Pido Rd. Unit #15
Peterborough, ON

Manufacturer of PHC Garden Products

Norwood, Ontario Canada

(705) 761-2698

JOB

A GREEN TREE ECO HYDROPONICS
GROW BIG ... AT HOME INDOORS OR OUT - WE CAN HELP!

C A N A D A

Do you or anyone you
know have a disability?

ROOM/TABLE DESIGN & INSTALL • HYDROPONICS SUPPLIES & EQUIPMENT

The Canadian government offers disability tax benefits
and grants (DTC) up to $40,000 for anyone with a
severe and prolonged physical or mental impairment.

HWY 45,
AMY ANDERSON
905-352-3886 ROSENEATH, ONT.

Sacred Vapours Smoking Accessories

For more information contact:

www.greentreeeco.ca

Bed & Breakfast
Rustic Camping

ACE

info@jobcanada.org

A
ON IR

People Advocating Cannabis Education

Radio Show
Tamworth, Ontario
CANADA
(613) 358-9375

Canadian Cannabis
Talk Radio
Support our generous sponsors!
All sponsors are distributors of GRASSROOTS Advocate

416 George St. N.
Peterborough
Ontario

(705) 749-3070

